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Marriage ToSayyidah Khadījah & The 

Da’wah Of Islam 
In the 14th/15th or the 20th year – a war broke out between Banū Kinānah and Banū QaysʿAylān ( قيس

 didn’t take part in the [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] The Quraysh were allies of Banu Kinānah. It is said the Prophet .(عيالن

actual fighting and only collected stray arrows for his uncles. This battle was one of the Hurūb ul 

Fijār. The Quraysh instilled the skills of warfare into their youth from an early age. 

A man from Yemen came and engaged in trade with a man from Quraysh but received no payment. 
He went to the mountain of Abu Qubays and proclaimed that injustice had been done to him. Some 

Makkans gathered in the house of Abdullah ibn Jud’an and formed Hilf al-fudhool (حلف الفضول), a 

pact, an agreement, a covenant that if any injustice takes place to a person within Makkah, then they 
will support the oppressed by standing against whoever oppressed him until the right of the oppressed 
is returned. It is reported that the Holy Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] was present at this meeting. 

The Prophet[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] became known as Al-Amin due to his trustworthiness and honesty. Being looked 
after by Abu Tālib who wasn’t particularly wealthy, the Prophet and his uncle would often go out on 
trade journeys. At 25 years of age he journeyed to al-Shām (Syria) to trade on behalf of Sayyidah 

Khadījah al-Kubrā  who looked out for reliable and trustworthy tradesmen to trade on her  خديجةالكبر
behalf. She was 40 years old and widowed twice. She had received many proposals for marriage. She 
was known as Tāhirah, the pure, chaste one. She sent her slave, Maysarah to accompany the 
Prophet[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] on this journey specifically to observe the Prophet[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. When they reached Busra, they met 
a monk known as Nastur. After seeing the Prophet rest under a particular tree, Nastur enquired about 
the Prophet[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. He stated that only Prophet’s had rested under that tree. Maysarah also noticed the 

unique qualities of the Prophet. Upon returning back, Khadīja seen two figures (angels) besides the 

Prophet[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. [The Ambiya (The Prophets) can see the angels in their original form, whereas the 

companions would only see the angels in their different forms. Tashakkul refers to the angel’s 

ability to change into different forms]. 

Sayyidah Khadīja was the cousin of Waraqah ibn Nawfal. Waraqah along with Zaid ibn Nufayl 
rejected idol worship. Waraqah accepted the teachings of the Christians and was aware of the signs of 

the last Messenger of Allah[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. Sayyidah Khadīja wanted to marry the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] and Sayyidah 
Nafīsah was the go between for the two parties. The Prophet’s mahr was paid by his uncle Abu Tālib. 
 

Rebuilding TheKa’bah 
                                                                                                  Picture shows the Hateem 

At 35 years of age he [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] resolved the 
dispute of the Quraysh during the 
rebuilding of the Ka'bah. A storm had 
damaged the Ka’abah. The Quraysh did 
not want any unlawful earnings to carry 
out the repair work. The area of the 
Hateem (the semi circular wall adjacent to 
the Ka’abah) was originally part of the 
Ka’abah but could not be included at the 
time due to lack of resources. 

A major dispute broke out amongst the 
clans of the Quraysh as to who shall have 
the honour of placing the Black stone onto 
the Ka’bah. It was eventually decided that 
the Messenger of Allah[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] would be 
appointed as the arbitrator and he likewise 
adjudicated the situation. He had the black 
stone put into a cloth and instructed all the 
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leaders of the different clans to hold that cloth and carry it to the Ka’abah. The Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] then lifted 
the stone and placed it onto the Ka’bah with his own blessed hands. 

Six months before the first revelation, the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] experienced true dreams (these were dreams 
which then manifested in the reality). The Prophet would often seclude himself (known as khalwa) in 
the cave of Hira, sometimes for many nights in a row. The Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] would occasionally hear 
salaam being given to him by the rocks and trees. 

The First Revelation 

At 40 years of age he received the first revelation in the Cave of Hirā  Iqra’ – ‘Recite’, not‘ . حراء

‘Read’. Read indicates to read from something that is already written or recorded. Many ulama have 

stated that the Prophet replied ‘What shall I recite?’ Other ulama have stated that the reply was 

‘How shall I recite?’ Other ulama have stated that the Holy Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] said ‘I will not recite 

now’and he was waiting for angel Gibrail to say ‘Recite in the name of your lord.’ The first five 

verses of Surah ‘Alaq are the first revelation. 

The Prophet had a title known as An Nabi al Ummi (the unlettered Prophet) and this is a 

praiseworthy title. The Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] was not taught by any human being. The Holy Prophet 
encouraged the sahaba to educate themselves, and to read and write so that knowledge is preserved. 

After this encounter, the Prophet returned home to Sayyidah Khadīja saying the words 

‘Zammilooni, Zammilooni’ (Cover me, Cover me). She comforted and reassured him. She later 
related to her wise cousin Waraqah about what occurred. He identified that this is revelation and it 
was the same angel that was sent to Musa and Isa (peace be upon them both). Waraqah warned that 
the people will persecute him as was the case with all the previous Prophets. 

The Second Revelation 

After a break in the revelation according to some scholars 40 days, the opening verses of Sūrah al-

Muddaththir were revealed indicating the Messengership of the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. It is reported that 
Waraqah didn’t live up till this point.  Just prior to the second revelation, Gibrail (peace be upon him) 
is said to have appeared in all his glory, with six hundred wings visible upon a throne in the sky filling 
the heavens. Upon returning home, these opening ayaats of Sūrah al-Muddaththir were revealed. 

For the first three years the Holy Prophet was commanded to call only those who were close to him. 
During this period, many notable personalities embraced Islam such as Abu Bakr and Sayyiduna Ali 
(may Allah be pleased with them all). The Sahabah would be taught in the house of Sayyiduna 
Arqam (Darul Arqam) and also Sayyidina Sa’eed ibn Zaid. 

Public Da’wah To The Quraysh 

The Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] had organised a meal in which the people of Banu Abdul-Muttalib were invited. The 
objective of this was to invite them all to Islam. Abu Lahab, having sensed this decided to tell the 
people, who subsequently left. A second meal was arranged and the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] made his intentions 
clear. Sayyiduna Ali (Allah be pleased with him), who was a child at the time, rose and showed his 
support whereas Abu Lahab openly professed his rejection.  The Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] also stood on mount 

safā and called the Quraysh and warned them but Abu Lahab cursed him. As a result, Surah Lahab 

(Chapter 111 of the Qur’an) was revealed condemning him and his wife to eternal damnation. 
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Oppression Of The Believers 

The Quraysh tried many forms of persecution, all of which failed miserably. They finally settled on 

accusing the Holy Prophet of breaking up families with magic in his words. Much physical 
persecution and torture occurred thereafter. The Muslims faced severe oppression. Some of the 

severest in their enmity were: Abū Lahab, Abū Jahl, Uqbah ibn Abī Mu'īt, Walīd ibn al- Mughīrah, 

Umayyah bin Khalaf. The Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] prayed for the destruction of the staunchest of enemies, who 

subsequently experienced a painful death. Sayyiduna Bilāl, Sayyiduna Khabbāb ibn al-Aratt and 

others were tortured brutally. Sayyidah Sumayyah became the first martyr of Islām. During this 
phase, Abu Bakr would spend from his wealth to protect the believers who were suffering. 

Quraysh sent Utbah bin Rabī'ah, a prominent figure and poet, to try and negotiate with the Prophet 
 ,with a number of alternative offerings of which, he thought [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] He approached the Prophet .[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]
would surely be accepted. After refusing Utbah’s offers, the Messenger of Allah recited some verses 
from the Holy Qur’an which had a profound effect on Utbah. He went back and told the Quraysh 
that the Prophet is not a magician nor a poet, rather what he is reciting is something far more sublime 
than anything he had ever heard before. 

The Quraysh then spoke to Abū Tālib and finally threatened him. Abu Talib requested for the Holy 

Prophet and told him the news, "Spare me and yourself and put not burden on me that I can’t 

bear". The Messenger of Allah replied: "O my uncle! By God if they put the sun in my right hand 

and the moon in my left on condition that I abandon this course, until God has made me 

victorious, or I perish therein, I would not abandon it." The Holy Prophet got up, and as he turned 

away, his uncle called back and then said "Go and preach what you please, for by God I will never 

forsake you." Abu Talib then recited two lines of verse with meanings of full support to the Prophet 

 .[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]

 

In Summary, the da'wah was carried out in 3 stages: 

First period: Privately calling people to Islām for 3 years 

Second Period: After Verse 214 of Sūrah Shu'ara` was revealed he called his nearest kinsmen towards 

Islām and stood on mount Safa` addressing them 

Third Period: After Verse 94 of Sūrah Hijr was revealed he began to openly call everyone to Islām 


