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Introduction To The Seerah Of The 

Prophet Muhammad[ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] 

 

What is the Seerah? 
Linguistic meaning: A trodden path (Sunnah), the manner of doing something (Tareeqah), the state of a 

person (the haala). In other words, it refers to the life and actions of the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. 

 

Importance Of The Seerah 
We must have knowledge of the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. How did the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] deal with all aspects of life? How 

did the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] conduct himself with his wives? How did he [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] deal with the various challenges he 

encountered? How did he live his youth, how did he deal with people, with other nations, how was his 

method of da’wah to non believers etc. 

 

The Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] was sent as a Witness, Giver of Glad Tidings and as a Warner, which is mentioned by 

Allah in the Qur’an. 

A person can have love for the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] by possessing even small amounts of knowledge regarding the 

Messenger of Allah [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. But to have such love that surpasses everything else, undertaking the journey to 

seek as much knowledge as possible concerning the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] is what will transform our love and 

elevate it to a higher degree, a more perfect and deeper love. 

Pre Islamic Arabia 
Persians (mainly fire worshippers) ruled 

the north east. Romans (Christians) aka 

Byzantines ruled the west. Arabia was not 

ruled directly by either of them possibly 

due to their being nothing of benefit to 

them in the region i.e. lack of resources. 

There was quite literally, nothing there. 

Another reason was because of the unruly 

nature of the tribal conflict of the Arab 

tribes. 

 

Historically, prior to the introduction of 

idol worship, people were monotheists 

(people who believe in tawhid, the oneness 

of God) due to the teachings of Prophet 

Ibrahim and Isma’il (may the peace of 

Allah be upon both of them). The tribe of 

Jurhum had seen birds encircling as a sign 

of water (zam zam) in the barren land that 

was to become Makkah. So they would 

eventually reside in that region of Makkah alongside the Prophet Isma’il (may the peace of Allah be upon 

him). 
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After some time, jurhum had been ousted from Makkah by Amr ibn Luhayy of the khuza’ah tribe. Before 

leaving, Jurhum had hidden the treasures of the Ka’aba and sealed the zam zam well so it could not be 

found. Amr ibn Luhayy is regarded as the first person to bring idol worship into Makkah. This eventually 

led to idol worship spreading from the Ka’aba to the rest of Makkah. 

 

The historians mention 300 years as the period of rule of khuzā'ah over Makkah after jurhum - Sayyidunā 

Qusayy appears to have been born around 400 c.e. and assumed rule around 440 c.e. 

Based on this it would appear that Khuzā'ah assumed rulership of Makkah around 140 c.e. - some 430 

years before the birth of the Messenger of Allāh [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] 

It was during their rule that idol worship was introduced into Makkah 

Allāh Knows best. 

The Prophetic lineage 

انلا ُم ي دَّميا ا ي ُم ي يا ْب َِّ اال ُم ي ا ِي  ََّ انَّ ُم ي َُّ ا ُم ي ا بي اهَّ ني ُم ي ا ِ نيمي اْبنل ُم ي َُّ ا ُم ي اِْ يا ُم ي َُّ ا ُم ل ِن لا ان بيمياْبَُْانل َّ ُم ي يا بب ابنَّ ُم ي ا َّبميا ُم ي ا ِ َِّا َِ م ي اْب ُم ي ا انَّ بي ي ُم ي ا اَّيلم ي ُم ي
َُّ مََّ  َّا ا ُم ي ا بَّ بي انَّ ُم ي ا ْ ي اَينَّ ُم ي ا انل َّ َّ ُم ي ا َّْ اَّ  ابيبم ُم ي انل م ي َََّّا ُم ي ََّا امنَّ نَّ اعل ُم ي َّا َََّ ََّ ا ي ُم ي  

نب س اهاوا ن اُ نىاهللا ِ  

The Prophet Muhammad ibn 'Abdullāh ibn 'Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hāshim ibn 'Abd Manāf ibn Qusayy ibn 

Kilāb ibn Murrah ibn Ka'b ibn Lu`ayy ibn Ghālib ibn Fihr ibn Mālik ibn al- Nadr ibn Kinānah ibn 

Khuzaymah ibn Mudrikah ibn Ilyās ibn Mudar ibn Nizār ibn Ma'add ibn 'Adnān. 

May the Peace and Blessings of Allāh be upon him. 

The lineage continues through Sayyiduna Isma'il (ابْلْلْاهبلع)اtoاhis blessed father Sayyiduna Ibrāhīm 
 (ابْلْلْاهبلع) back to Sayyiduna Ādamا(ابْلْلْاهبلع)
 

The Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] did not specify the names beyond Adnān 

It was Fihr who became known as Quraysh 

It was Qusayy who formally organised the Quraysh 

Hashim (formerly known as Amr) was known for his generosity especially to the hujjaj (pilgrims to 

Makkah). His action of crushing bread into some soup became a tradition whereby the hujjaj would be fed 

bread in addition to the usual soup during the pilgrimage. 

Abdul Muttalib (which translates to the ‘slave of Muttalib’) was originally known as Shaybah. He was 

known for forbidding evil practices of the time e.g. burying daughters alive. He was inspired by Allah to 

the rediscovery of the Zam Zam well which had been hidden for a long period. 

The lineage of the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] from both parents side meets at Sayyiduna Kilab, the son of Murrah (May 

Allah be pleased with him). 

Some of the proofs mentioned for the salvation of the Parents of the 

Messenger (May the peace and blessings of Allāh be upon him) 

ا َّا} اَّيْاْبِس يي ي َُّوَّنََُّ َّ اَُّولوبلاوَّ ا َّ ا ي َّ ْ بااَّ َّ  {ْبِيي

“[Your Lord] Who sees you when you stand, and your turning among those who prostrate themselves” 

(Sūrah al Shu’arā` 26:218-219) 

 

Hadīth 

ب ول أنل ب ِدم ن  أَ ى ْب  ه ا  أ  ْب  ه ْت أ   ب بب

“I was continuosly carried from the loins of the pure men into the wombs of the pure women.” 

 

[Tafsīr al-Rāzī] 

نَّ  يا َّا  لَِ  وَّ ُب بَّيي ُِى نل ُمبَّبَّا  َّ سلوسَا ََّ َّ  

{nor would We punish until We had sent a Messenger} 

[Sūrah al- Najm, 17:15] 
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Diagrams Showing the Lineage of the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] 
 

 

       

                         Family tree showing both paternal and maternal lineage of the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paternal lineage of the Prophet [ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]     
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